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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 1419 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, MILI, ASEC, LE 

SUB J : ISRAELI AIR ATTACK ON AL AWZA'I 

REF: BEIRUT 1403 (DTG 161 125Z MAR 78) 

1 . MORNING OF MARCH 16, EMBOFFS VISITED AL AWZA'I AREA, WHERE 
ISRAELIS HAD BOMBED DAY BEFORE, AND OBSERVED THE FOLLOWING. 
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2. ISRAELI BOMBS HIT IN MIDDLE OF POOR RESIDENTIAL AREA DUE 
WEST OF NORTHERN END OF MAIN NORTH-SOUTH RUNWAY OF BEIRUT 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, BETWEEN THE BEACH AND THE COAST ROAD 
(33 50N 35 28E). DAMAGE WAS EXTENSIVE. THERE APPEARED TO BE FEW 
HOUSES STANDING IN A ZONE APPROX 300 METERS LONG AND 150 METERS 
WIDE. (THE PHALANGIST VOICE OF LEBANON SAID 50 HOUSES HAD BEEN 
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DESTROYED). ARMED MEN, PRESUMABLY FATAH FEDAYEEN, WERE GUARDING 
THE AREA. 

3. AUH HAS NOW ADMITTED A TOTAL OF TWELVE CASUALTIES: ONE 
LABANESE WOMAN DEAD ON ARRIVAL AND ELEVEN PEOPLE WOUNDED: ONE 
13-YEAR OLD PALESTINIAN GIRL, NINE LEBANESE, AND ONE PERSON WHO 
DID NOT GIVE HIS NATIONALITY. WAFA IN A BULLETIN ON MARCH 15 

SAID THAT "TWO CHILDREN WERE KILLED AND TEN WOMEN AND CHILDREN 
WOUNDED." A PLO OFFICIAL TOLD A LOCAL MEDICAL OFFICIAL MARCH 16 
THAT 37 PEOPLE WERE KILLED AND 50 WOUNDED, ALMOST ALL OF WHOM 
WERE LEBANESE CIVILIANS. THE VOICE OF LEBANON REPORTED THAT THE 
REMOVAL OF DEBRIS IN THE AREA WAS CONTINUING AND THAT NINE 
BODIES WERE FOUND MARCH 15 UNDER THE DEBRIS AND THAT THREE OTHER 
BODIES WERE STILT. BURIED THERE. BEIRUT PRESS MARCH 16 FRONT- 
PAGED PICTURES OF DESTRUCTION. 

4. ACCORDING TO MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS AMIN BIZRI AND TO 

AIR FORCE COLONEL ADNAN AL-KHALIL, A SHIA' ORIGINALLY FROM NEAR 
AWZA'I, THE AREA IS INHABITED BY PALESTINIANS, LEBANESE AND 
KURDS (WITH THE PALESTINIANS THE MOST NUMEROUS), WHO HAD EARLIER 
BEEN DRIVEN FROM THEIR HOMES IN TEL ZATAAR, QARANTINA AND SOUTH 
LEBANON. 

5. THERE HAS BEEN CONSIDERABLE SPECULATION IN BEIRUT ABOUT WHY 
THE ISRAELIS CHOSE THIS PARTICULAR TARGET. THERE IS A STONE 
BREAKWATER IN FRONT OF THE AREA WHICH COULD BEUSED FOR LAUNCHING 
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BOATS. (EMBOFFS SAW NO EVIDENT DAMAGE TO THE BREAKWATER.) A 
DATT SOURCE REPORTED THA THE PLO FREQUENTLY USED THE BEACH AREA 
INSIDE THE BREAKWATER TO LAUNCH SMALL BOATS (SEE IR 6 857 0072 78). 

THE VOICE OF LEBANON SAID THAT THE ISRAELIS HAD BOMBED THE AREA 
BECAUSE IT HAD A PALESTINIAN RADIO STATION. THE VOICE OF LEBANON 
ALSO QUOTED ISRAELI SOURCES AS SAYING THAT THERE WAS A PALESTINIAN 
MAINTENANCE BASE IN THE AREA. 

6. COMENT. WHATEVER THE INTENTION, THE RESULT OF THE ISRAELI 
ATTACK HAS BEEN TO KILL AND INJURE A NUMBER OF INNOCENT 
CIVILIANS, BOTH LEBANESE AND PALESTINIAN, AND TO DIMINISH 
SIGNIFICANTLY IN THE EYES OF MANY LEBANESE THE MORAL JUSTIFICATION 
FOR THE ISRAELI INTERVENTION IN LEBANON. 
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